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Achievements and success are the foremost 

among yardsticks for assessing the quality of 

life of an individual. The respect one gets in 

society or his social status depends on his 

success. Success never comes effortlessly. It is 

proportionate to ones striving and untiring 

effort. Besides various other coordinates which 

make a successful person should also be taken 

into account. Therefore there should be a good 

understanding of means and ends congruence. If 

success is the end there are imperatives to 

follow, which in turn will lead towards the goal. 

These imperatives vary according to the nature 

of goal to be achieved. “THANDAA PATHTHU’ 

(the Ten Indispensable Acts) is the tenth part of 

the “MUTHUMOLZHIK  KAANCHI ”, a 

compendium of aphorisms in Tamil on 

behavioral codes. A battery of ten indispensable 

acts to be followed in ten different situations or 

action goals have been codified in the above 

tenth part. The essence of practical wisdom have 

been enshrined in the ten encapsuled statements, 

each reflecting a means - end matching pattern 

and a formula type dispensation in the 

behavioral perspective. It gives a lot of insight, 

guidance and action clues for those who want to 

achieve some definite goal.  



In precise it is an eminent summary of goal oriented behavior which has immense use for anyone one 

who wants to achieve the desired destination. The original Tamil text and the English translation are 

given below: 

 

1.Mh;fyp cyfj;J kf;fl;nfy;yhk; 

Xq;fy; Ntz;LNthd; cah;nkhop jz;lhd; 

 

Aarhali ulahatthu makkadkellaam oangal 

Vaenduvon uyarmolzhi thandaan. 

 

For the people living on earth surrounded by ocean, a person who aspires his own 

growth will not fail to speak high of others. The first desirable quality of a successful 

person is building human relation and positive approach. 

 

2.tPq;fy; Ntz;LNthd; gy;Gfo; jz;lhd;  

Veengal vaenduvon palpuhalzh thandan 

 

A person who seeks economic prosperity will not fail to do acts of goodwill in more 

than one ways. Image building is the sure way of achieving growth. 

 

3.fw;wy; Ntz;LNthd; topghL jz;lhd; 

Katrral vaenduvon valzhipaadu thandaan 

 

A person who seeks knowledge will never fail to show devotion and dedication to  the 

teacher. By implication it also means devotion and dedication to the learning process. 
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4.epw;wy; Ntz;LNthd; jtk;nra;jy; jz;lhd; 

Nitrral vaenduvon thavam seithal thandaan  

 

One who wants to achieve mental equilibrium or even mindedness will never fail to do 

penance. In a material world the peace of mind can be achieved only through 

meditation.   

   

5.tho;f;if Ntz;LNthd; #o;r;rp jz;lhd;  

Vaalzhkai vaenduvon soolchi thandaan 

 

One who wants to succeed in life, will not fail to adopt suitable strategies. 

In other words a well conceived and executed plan will lead to success. 

 

6.kpFjp Ntz;LNthd; tUj;jk; jz;lhd;  

Mikuthi vaenduvon varuttham thandaan 

 

One who wants to earn excessive wealth will never avoid painful efforts. 

No great achievement can be realized without hard work. 

 

7.,d;gk; Ntz;LNthd; Jd;gk; jz;lhd; 

Inbam Vaenduvon thanbam thandaan 

 

Pain and pleasure are the two sides of the same coin. One who seeks pleasure cannot 

exclude pain. Pleasure and pain are inseparable twins, and they are not mutually 

exclusive. 
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8.Jd;gk; Ntz;LNthd; ,d;gk; jz;lhd;  

Thunbam vaenduvon inbam thandaan 

 

One who is prepared to undergo pain will never fail to gain pleasure. 

These dualities of life is always intertwined; never there exist unmixed joy or sorrow. 

 

9.Vkk; Ntz;LNthd; Kiw nray; jz;lhd; 

Aemam venduvon murai seyal thandaan 

 

One (the king) who seeks safety and welfare of the citizens, will not neglect the  path 

of justice and righteousness. 

 

10.fhkk; Ntz;LNthd; Fwpg;Gr; nray; jz;lhd; 

Kaamam vaenduvon kurippuch cheyal thandaan 

 

One who seeks sexual pleasure will not fail to observe the body language. Non verbal 

communication is more effective means than the verbal communication in delectate 

affairs. 

 


